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Gracious God, you come to us in new and surprising
ways. You make the impossible possible.

Advent ... a fresh and
powerful season...

\
i

A time to prepare our hearts to once again receive
the greatest gift of love ever given ... in the form of
a babe in a manger-.

ALL are invited to attend worship and special
gatherings here at Zion this Advent season:

Sundays, December 5 & 12
Worship with Holy communion 9:00am

Sunday, December 19
Our Zion Sunday School presents their
Christmas program during worship, and
hosts a brunch afterward!

Wednesdays, Dec. 1 & 8 7:00pm
Midweek Holden Evening Prayer

Services. Pause to re-center yourself in the
midst of the “busy-ness” of the season.

Wednesday, Dec. 15 6:00pm.
Zion’s monthly worshipService Neighbor-
hood Meal. Come, reach out in love ...
i Help us, like Mary, to answer your call, that the
light of Christ may spread to all the world!

The Zion monthly worshipService Neighborhood Meals
continue in December with a

“Blessings of Christmas”
Dinner and Fellowship

Wednesday, Dec. 15th
3 6:00-7:00pm
in Zion’s Fellowship Hall

The good folks of St. James Lutheran

(Bett.) will partner with us in this meal of =

roast beef, baked beans, salad, and (of -~
course) Christmas cookies!

Sign-up & more details will be posted on the Office
window-wall—check the list and plan to be a part!
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Mark your calendars!
On Sunday, Dec.19th,
at 9:00am

The ZION SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM,

“Surprising Love” -

will be at the center m
of our worship service,

'starring’ our 3-year old through 12th grade
Sunday-School students!

The service will be followed by a simple
Brunch of holiday muffins, breads and fruit,
so be sure to stay afterward to enjoy
food & fellowship with your Zion family!

W
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* Christinas Worship

- -~ at Zion
£~. Christmas Eve

(Friday, December 24)

10:00am, 5:00pm & 7:30pm
(time change!)

Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion
and service of Lessons & Carols
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Pastor Del’s peace ...

Last Sunday when Pr. Ritva wished us a "Happy New Year,"
some of us might have thought it was just one of those
quirky things Canadians do. Like having Thanksgiving a
month early. They're a little off, but we humor them. Yet in
our liturgical context, she was "spot on." The first Sunday of
Advent is New Year's Day in the Church calendar. New
Year's Day (whether in the secular calendar or in the liturgi-
cal calendar) always seems, to me, an appropriate time to
reflect back and gaze forward.

Last year at this time, it was obvious that this would be a
critical year for Zion. For the last several years, deaths far
outpaced Baptisms. Some have lost the appreciation of the
liturgies. Some people have entered stages of life where
many things compete for their time- especially as the young
people's activities have been encroaching on Sunday morn-
ing Worship service times. Other's enter a period of life that
makes it difficult physically to be part of the worshipping
community. A few see some of the resolutions made during
Churchwide 2009 as outside a boundary their conscience can
accept.

On top of that, we can add the fact that most people drive
past two or three other Lutheran congregations to worship
here making attendance at Zion a very deliberate decision.
And since we are central city in an economically challenged
area, we are outside the comfort zone for many up top of the
hill. For church shoppers, it would appear that we have little
to offer compared to other worshipping communities.

But God answers prayer and has put a mission and ministry
in our laps. We are like a cradle bearing Christ to a people
that needs to experience God's love. We've been doing that
by sharing meals with the community that surrounds the con-
gregation and those who reside at the shelter. For our first
community meal in April, we had twenty-nine guests. The
last four, we've hosted over a hundred. With hosts, servers,
and diners, we have over 150 children of God on those
events. I think it's safe to say that we have more un-
churched and de-churched visitors in our building every
month than any other church in the Quad Cities.

During these meals, we are building connections, familiarity
and companions. Donna Rome heard someone calling her
name while entering a store a couple weeks ago, but couldn't
locate where the voice was coming from. While she was
leaving the store, she heard her name again. It turned out to
be the Salvation Army bell -ringer who knew her from our
meals. Some of our guest now stay and help pick up, others
have asked to be contacted so that they may bring a dish or
pie to pass. One young man, in his appreciation, wanted to
make a donation to the church. He reached in his pockets
and gave us all he had: seventy-five cents. These relation-
ships are the beginning of evangelism. This is God's doing.
On the other side, people want to help us with the meals.
Holy and Ole's Barbeque donated fresh cooked pulled pork
for one meal. The confirmation group from Grace helped
with another. During December, the people of St. James will
be here with us. In January, the NAACP has expressed a

desire to be part of this mission. I have people approach
me at various places or contact me through the web
wanting to help and be part of this. The hands on, face
to face ministry appeals to many people. The reason it
appeals to people is because this is precisely how God
tells us how to conduct ministry through the prophets
and the way that Jesus exemplified his ministry among
us. Worship service becomes worship Service. The po-
tential is unlimited because this too, is obviously of
God.

Personally, after one of our meals, I can hardly wind
down at night. Faces and expressions return to my
mind's eye. Conversations replay. There is serious talk.
There is laughter. Kids prancing and skipping with joy.
And in light of Matthew 25, I realized I saw Jesus in
more than several ways right in our fellowship hall.

We have come though our critical year with the most
important thing-a mission and ministry to be nurtured
and cared for, given to us clearly from the hand of God.
And we have hands to reach into the neighborhood. We
have hands to reach out to those who want to help.

The Spirit is so alive in Zion right now and we should
be breathing deep. We have such a wonderful gift in
God and in each other; it already feels to me like Christ-
mas. It is a Happy New year and I look forward to ex-
periencing it unfold.

Peace, Pastor Del
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8. Newest of God's gifts ..

o
? Lucy Josephine Petersen
born Neov. 21, 2010

to Brian & Ay Petersen

Commended to God’s eternal care...

Marlene (Hamann) Bush
Nov. 26, 2010

Almighty God, source of all mercy...
graciously tend those who mourn, that casting
all their sorrow on you, they may know the
consolation of your love...
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Pastor Ritva reflects...

on thank-offerings and re-gifting....

Today is November 24™, the eve of Thanksgiving, that
curious secular holiday mandated by President Franklin
Roosevelt in 1941 to stimulate a flagging economy. Cer-
tainly its roots are religious, reaching back to the days of
the first European explorers and settlers of this conti-
nent. They were genuinely grateful to God for having
survived perilous seas and the dangers of life in the wil-
derness. But today we hear people referring to the
Thanksgiving holiday irreverently as “Turkey Day” as if
the point of the day is mass over-consumption during
half-time. What seems to get left out is the “giving
thanks” part of the holiday.

The Bible teaches us that giving thanks is an essentially
spiritual, theological, liturgical and ethical response to
God. Deuteronomy 26:1-12, the Old Testament lesson
for Thanksgiving Eve, is about giving thanks for the
bounty of the harvest. In this text, Moses instructs God’s
people not only how to give thanks to God but why they
should. He tells them to bring the “first fruits” — one-
tenth — of everything they harvested from the earth to
God’s house. Then and only then, can they sit down and
celebrate.

The first fruits are set aside for those dedicated to God’s
service, for aliens residing in the land, for orphans, wid-
ows and other landless persons so that everyone could
eat their fill (Deuteronomy 26:12). Six times in eleven
verses, Moses reminds God’s people that God gave
them the land, and that the bountiful crops produced by
the land are also given by God. Not only is God the
creator of the earth and its fertility, God is their savior
having brought them out of bondage and slavery to free-
dom in the Promised Land. So ... therefore ... because
God did these things, God’s people respond with thanks
— not just words of thanks but with thank-offerings of
the first fruits of their labors.

In faithful gratitude, God’s people re-gift the gifts that
God has given them because they trust the one who has
given good gifts in the past to continue giving good gifts
in the future. God’s people re-gift the gifts that God
gives them so that others may also know God’s grace
and bounty. Those who receive these re-gifted gifts can
accept them without shame or suspicion knowing that
they are not the unwanted excesses of consumerism but
first fruits, expensive commodities given by grateful
hearts as concrete expressions of thanksgiving.

The Thanksgiving holiday falls in between Christ the

King Sunday — the last day of the church year — and the
1* Sunday of Advent — the beginning of a new liturgical
cycle. It is a between-the-times holiday for Christians
that looks backward with gratitude for the gifts that we
have received along the way, and forward in anticipation
of the greatest gift of all that comes to us exactly four
weeks from today — the birth of the Christ child.

It is appropriate at this in-between-times moment to pay
particular attention to tonight’s Gospel lesson (John
6:25-35) where Jesus urges us to move beyond our pre-
occupation with our physical and material needs and
desires to focus on our spiritual needs. He urges us not
to work for the food that perishes but for the food that
endures for eternal life (John 6:27). That imperishable
food is Jesus Christ himself who comes to us in bread
and wine, in water and word to tabernacle in our hearts
here and now and for forever.

As we move forward from Thanksgiving into the season
of Advent may we be given the insight to discern which
things in our world perish and which things endure to
eternal life, and the strength to cling to what endures, re-
gifting only the blessings and good gifts we receive
from our Lord and Savior.

Blessings for peace, light and warmth

Pastor Ritvaw

CONFIRMATION News ...

Congratulations, Confirmation Class of
2010! May you continue to grow in grace.

Anthony Howland Mara Kealey
Hannah Tegtmeier

Confirmed in Christ November 7th

“Christ has no body now on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes ...
Yours are the feet ... Yours are the hands with which Christ is to
bless all people now.” (Teresa of Avila)

And now some “Student Notes”
“pre-confirmed” Confirmands ...

6th-7th-8th GRADERS

will continue in Large-group sessions throughout

Advent in the Chapel (6:15pm) - then you are expected to
attend midweek worship services at 7:00pm (Dec.1 & 8)
-and- be here for the Neighborhood Meal on Dec. 15th
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Christian Education & Fellowship—December

during the worship service, followed by
a simple brunch.

Sunday School 'Scoop'

The Old Testament stories of David have
shown the SPARK boys and girls that God helps
us each to do great things and that God looks
for love in our hearts.

Several "shepherds” will be needed to
assist the children. Join us if you can!
We are calling upon each Sunday
School family o provide one dozen
muffins or a holiday quick-bread for the brunch &
fellowship time. We would welcome similar "brunch

school through high school classes will be sharing munchables” from any members of our Zion family

the message of God's gift with the congregation on as well. If you are able to add to our brunch fare,
December 19th. please let the office staff know - thanks!

During Advent we are preparing, watching, and wait-
ing for the celebration of Jesus' birth. The pre-

Finally, please note that there will be NO Sunday

Please make not of the following dates: )
School sessions on December 26th or January 2nd.

e Sunday, Dec. 12th: Practice during regular

Sunday School hour. May the hope of Advent and the joy of Christmas
e Saturday, Dec. 18th: Important practice in the fill our hearts!
sanctuary, 10:00-11:00am Your SPARK Leadership team,
e Sunday, Dec. 19th: "Surprising Love" presented Linda Baustian, Anne Flynn, Ellen Heritage

Faith Talks— Sundays
10:15-11:15 in the Chapel

Sunday-Morning
Fellowship & Outreach

T.G.LS.

Bring your coffee & muffin from the Hospitality table and join us! (Thank-God-It’s-Sunday!)

in the Lounge 10:15—11:15am
Dec. 5™ “The Faiths of our Neighbors—Buddhism” & 5 5

Nicholas Kalina, student at Augustana College Refreshments and unplanned
h o e I e conversation around faith in
Dec. 12 Lutheran Contributions to Global Christianity daily life with others of your
Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud, Wartburg Theol. Seminary faith family here at Zion.
Dec. 19"  Brunch & Fellowship hosted by our Zion Sunday School! Visitors encouraged — stop in
Dec. 26"  NO Sunday School / FaithTalk for a few minutes, or stay for
Jan. 2nd  NO Sunday School / FaithTalk the hour!

And looking a bit further ahead ...
Jan. 9th A Budget Forum in preparation for Zion’s Annual Mtg.

e el Stewardship News ...

Thank you to everyone who turned in commitment cards for 2011. To-date we have received
73. That's 8 more than last year! Good job! These commitment cards are critical to the budget-
ing process; each one helps generate a clearer financial picture for the upcoming year. If you
have not yet turned one, please do so as soon as you are able.

Also, there is still time to complete your 2010 commitments. Thank you to all of you for your support of
the mission and ministry of this congregation.
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Reaching Out in Love ... Neighborhood Ministry

Thank you o all who took part in the many Zion worship$ervice Neighbor-~
Neighborhood ministry opportunities in Novem- hood Dinner “Blessings of

ber. There was a lot going on and Zion you didn’t Christmas” will be December

miss a beat. We served 118 neighbors and about 15, 6100-7100. Zion will host Dinner and a

40 Zion folks at the Feast of Thanks, the Mobile .
Pantry served 215 households, which benefitted Christmas Carole $ong Fest. The Community

over 800 individuals and the Turkey Trot pro- (Zion and Neighbors) will gather at 6:00 for dinner
vided Food Baskets to 72 families for an approxi- with the meat provided by Holy and Oly’s BBQ, we

mate cost of $22.00 for each basket. What a will provide the cheesy potatoes/potato chips, salad/
blessing you all are to the many in our neighbor- carrots and celery, fresh fruit and Christmas cookies.

hood and community who are in need. Again Also we will be joined by Pr Nate and members of
THANK YOU for your generosity and “reaching St. James Lutheran Church in serving dinner. Our
out in love” to our community. Each of You is a very own Jonathan Turner will again share with us
blessing. his gift of music. The worshipService Dinners have
become a great way to share dinner and fellowship
The Annual Christmas Ham Hop begins 0 ~ with our friends and neighbors. As always we invite
December 1. Advent is beginning and a time \C,) you to participate as you are able. Check out the
of waiting, watching and preparing for the ~ signup sheets on the “glass wall” at the office. All
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ is upon us. Dur- N are welcome!! Come join the Fun and Celebrate
ing this time of Advent we also look to those in U —the Birth of our Savior with dinner and song.
our community and neighborhood who are in

need. As in past years Zion will be providing Food Pantry News As the year wraps up | want
Christmas Food Baskets to those who are strug- to thank all who support the food pantry and bread
dling to make ends meet. We will gather dona- ministries. These are ministries that have an enor-
tions from December 1-19. Baskets will be put to- mous impact on those in our neighborhood and
gether on Monday December 20 with distribution community who are experiencing financial chal-
Tuesday December 21 from 9:00-11:00 and lenges and are unsure how they will feed their fami-
Wednesday December 22 from 12:00-3:00. Also lies. Your willingness to pick up food at the food
since the “Turkey-Trot Notes” worked so well you bank, be a presence to others when the food pantry
might see “Mam~Hop Notes” hopping around or the bread ministry is open, and donate money or
the church...so consider taking 1, 2, 3 or more; pur- food and to pray for the continuation of these minis-
chase the items on the notes and return to the tries is a generous gracious gift to our community.
church by December 19. For the baskets (we are Our neighbors greatly appreciate the commitment
planning to put together 70 baskets)we will need of Zion to provide these ministries. Thank you Zion
hams, potatoes, gravy, canned veggies and fruit, for all you do.

dinner rolls, margarine, jello, Christmas cookies As always there are many ways to answer Jesus call
and anything else you think might help to make to service at Zion. Whether it's Neighborhood Minis-
Christmas dinner festive. Also, if you don’t want to tries, Sunday school, music or others of the many
shop a financial donation is welcome and we will ministry teams at Zion there is something for every-
do the shopping for you. Along with your dona- one to become involved with. Listen to how God
tions of food and prayer support we will be in might be calling you.

need of help to put together and distribute the The Blessings of Christmas be with you all.

baskets, this is always a great time as we share Janine

time with each other and get to meet our
neighbors. If you have any questions or are able |
to help please talk with Janine or Beth. Prayer- ang,eé Snee MW. ..

fully consider how God is calling you to partici-
pate in this annual Christmas ministry of Zion.

Zion has an Angel Tree up in the narthex, with angels

for several children in our neighborhood & community who
would very much like to receive a gift, but who’s parents are un-
able to provide Christmas gifts this year.

Please take an angel, purchase the gift named on it, wrap the gift
and bring it back to Zion by Dec. 19th.
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... YOUTH “Stuff” ...

Sunday, December 5th

ALL youth are highly encouraged
to stay for Sunday School to
talk about a possible mission frip
to Kansas City this coming summer
(2011) for all youth currently in
grades 8 — 12.

Be there ... we'll see YOU therel

2nd Sunday Youth ...

It's Party-timell
All Zion Intermediate & High
School Youth are invited to gather
at 11:30 (right after Sunday School) on De-
cember 12th for a Christmas party with
food, fun, & a 'white-elephant’ gift ex-
change. (so dig out your elephants!?) More details
to come from Pr. Ritva and Todd & Julie Grady.

'
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and for our SENIOR ‘Youngsters’ ...

O.W.L.’s (Older Wiser Lutherans)

After ’deckin’ the hall’ with a fun &
festive Holiday gathering, Zion’s OWLs
will take the months of December & Janu-
ary ‘off’’ to stay inside, keep warm, and
enjoy Christmas & ‘Baby’ New Year.

We look forward to bring in and celebrate the new
year in February 2011 (praying the weather might
be a bit ‘sweeter’ then). Watch the next Zion

News and bulletins for details.

Until then, have a blessed Christmas and a happy

New Year, all!

Phyllis Beck & Grace Haller

Wishing very merry Birthdays
to these Zion Seniors who will
celebrate in December!

12/01
12/02
12/09
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/17
12/19

12/20 Pat Davis
12/28 Birdine Tucker
12/29 Gevernia Barnes

Don Hollmer

Elsie Roenfeldt

Carol Seitz

Harriett Webb (91!)
Sharon Dettman (a newbie!)

Merle Dittmer

Ellan Kline

Delores Smith

Sma” GrouPs and Sucl'l
Zion Women's
“Tablescape”
Christmas Brunch

ALL Women of Zion —and guests—
are invited to a brunch & program

Saturday, Dec. 4th, 9:30am
in Fellowship Hall.

Please bring a product or monetary offer-
ing for the Food Pantry; are a monetary
offering for the Zion People fund with you.

./’/le’uj«
Yo

Thank you, Zion, for your prayers for my father, Tom

Fretty. He is making a miracle turn-around with his health

now post-surgery, after a long year of debilitating pain. We

hope for him to transition from the care center to his home

in north-central lowa over the next year, but we feel very

blessed to have him up and walking again. Praise God!
Peace, Jody Kealey & family

Dear Zion church,
Thank you so much for the help & assistance you have given me this
past month. God bless this church!
Gregory Golden (a Zion neighbor)
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ALTAR FLOWERS ‘GIVING

- DECEMBER
Dec. 5 - OPEN
Dec. 12 - OPEN
Dec. 19 - OPEN
Dec. 26 - OPEN

Poinsettias, Wreaths & Trees
may be given for Christmas services by signing
up on the chart posted on the office ‘glass wall.’
Poinsettias & wreaths are $8.00 each.
Donations of any amount welcome for
the Trees. Make checks payable to Zion
Lutheran and leave in the office.

USHERS - December 2010
(One Svc at 9:00am)

Darrell Longlett, Bob & Judy Blomgren,
Samantha Longlett, Allison Grady

Ushers needed for Christmas Eve services -
5:00pm and 7:00pm
Sign-up sheet is posted at the Usher’s desk,

Communion Assistants
DECEMBER

(One svc—9:00am)

Ded. 5 - at the Altar (none needed)
Dec.12 - Dona Noble, Janine Johnson
Dec.19 - OPEN:; need?2

Dec. 24 - OPEN; need 2 for 5pm & 7pm sves
Dec. 26 - OPEN: need 2

=L, TELLERS - DECEMBER 2010

(One Service - 9:00am)

Chuck Dau, Dave Wright, Lois Kershaw
John & Roxeann Ford, Jim & Sherry Koens
Stu Goldsmith, Delores Smith, Doug Kline

Mark & Beth Meyer, Mike Hamann,
Gene Rome

Greeters for December 2010
(One Service 9:00am)

12/05 lone Rawson
12/12 Grace Haller
12/19 Phyllis Beck
12/26 Birdine Tucker

We NEED GREETERS! Call Grace at 324-8463 if you can help
out with this EASY and FUN ministry of hospitality!

December COMMUNION
Set-Up/Clean-Up

(One Service)

12/5 [9:00 am| Darrell ¢ Kathy Longlett  (glasses)

12/12 [9:00am] Beth Longlett (glasses)
12/19[9:00am] Elliott family (intincton)
12/24 [5:00p]  Brian Jensen family (glasses)

[7:00p] Jensens—set-up only (intincton)
12/26 [9:00am] OPEN (glasses)

Lecters— Decemben 2010
(one service - 9:00am)
Dec. 5 - Dona Noble
Dec. 12 - Janine Johnson
Dec. 19 - Anita Hagen

Dec. 24 - OPEN: need for 5pm & 7pm svcs
Dec. 26 - OPEN

ACOLYTES - DECEMBER 2009
Dec. 5 (9:00a) Anthony Howland, Grace Geering,
Kaleigh Rhodes
Wed. ,Dec.8 (7:00p) Need 2 from Confirmation class
Dec.12 (9:00a) Jacob Hamann, Courtney Hamann,
Christian Elliott

Dec.19 (9:00a) Austin Andrews, Jamie Sanders

The rest of the (very busy!) December
schedule will be coming to you all in the mail
& on e-mail — watch for it soon!

?
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INs=fl<> Council Highlights Excerpts from November 9, 2010
8 N5 (Full copy of Council meeting minutes posted across from the Church office)

MEMBERS PRESENDianne Rasmus, Gina Geering, Mike Hamann, Brad Kirkeeng, Sue Keller, Todd Grady, Bob Lehms
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
OTHERS PRESENTPastor Del Preston, Pastor Ritva Williams

Brad Kirkeeng opened the meeting with Psalm 91 and prayer.
MSC - Minutes of the October 12 council meeting be accepted .
The parochial report was reviewed with attention to worship attendance.

PASTORSO/ STAFF TI1 ME

When asked for characteristics of a “growth church,” Pastor Del said growth churches offer ministry that is unique.
Zion is becoming known for “hands on” ministry not being undertaken by other local congregations.

On November 4, eight Zion members attended a synod resource event for Congregational renewal. They learned
details of two programs: Unbinding the Gospel and Natural Church Development Resources.

REPORTS:
Family and Youth
In the future, the team intends to plan more events encouraging whole family participation.
It was reported that the recent progressive dinner for youth was a successful, fun interactive experience for
everyone involved.

Worship
MSC - Install two permanent rails located as far as practicable to the right and left sides of the stairs.

Bob Lehms was authorized to arrange for purchase and installation of the rails from Milltown Wood Products.
Gloria Hollmer’s memorial funds as well as Legacy Funds will make the purchase possible.

Mutual Ministry
The committee is developing questions for a staff evaluation form.

Legacy

The committee has been investigating and obtaining bids for a new outdoor sign for the corner of 8th & Marquette.

Finance
MSC - The October 2010 financial reports be approved as submitted.
Council was made aware that a 3% fee is attached to the “donate now” electronic giving.
Brad Kirkeeng will gather and compile initial budget requests for 2011 from committees.
Budget forums for the congregation will be held following worship on January 9 and January 16.

OTHER BUSINESS:
1.) Janine Johnson was authorized to form a task force for the purpose
of discussing bringing HOPE House programs and

ministries into the church building. A
2.) The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church will be held F igur es &
following worship on January 23, 2011. Financial Facts
3.) Bob Lehms submitted his letter of resignation as _
Property Trustee, effective January 1, 2011. Regular Budget offerings
received NOV.2010 = $20,347.15
The meeting adjourned with prayer by Mike Hamann. NOV. 2010 Actual Expenses = $ 24,505.35
o kT kT T r T T AT r T r T kT ko x> % Covered by Legacy funds = $ 4,158.20
LFXLFLXLXLTLTLTL LTI LY L per Legacy Committee & Council approval
Current month status +/- 0.00

Year-to-Date Report (11 months)
Regular Giving rec’d Jan-Nov. 2010 = $262,334.37
Budget Expenses Jan-November 2010 = $(270,179.50)
Drawn from Legacy funds to
prevent further internal debt = $ 10.856.81
(max. allowable $20,000)
Current Y-T-D Surplus/(Deficit) $ 3,011.68




