
a new Bible Study …  “Living the Questions” 

begins this month 
 

People know that at its core, Christianity has something good to offer the human race. At 
the same time many have a sense they are alone in being a “thinking” Christian and that 
“salvaging” Christianity in a modern worlds is a difficult task. What is needed is a safe envi-
ronment where we have permission to ask the questions we’ve always wanted to but were 
afraid to, for fear of being thought a heretic… 

This 21-week group study (broken into three 7-week units) invites exploration  beyond the 
traditions & rote theologies in which so many of us seem to be stuck.  Ideal for “seekers” 
and “church alumni” alike in discovering the significance of Christianity in 21st century and 
what meaningful faith can look like in today’s world.  
 

The first unit,  “Invitation to the Journey,”  will be offered:  
 

 Thursdays, 5:30pm  Tuesdays,  10:30am 
    (Feb. 9—Mar. 29)        (Feb. 14—Apr. 3) 

 
[Jesus said,] For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
 I am there among them.’   [Matthew 18:20] 
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Zion continues to  

Reach out in Love … with a “valentine 

Special” 
 

worshipService: Neighborhood &  

Community Meal 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 15th at 6:00pm  
 

This month it’s a delicious, heart-warming meal of  

Lasagna, Salad, and Bread, and  

(of course!) lots of  SWEET desserts 
  along with plenty of great conversation 

& fellowship with our Zion family, 

neighbors & friends 
  

Sign up is posted on the window-wall at the office.  
Pencil yourself in for what you can contribute and/or do,  

and come be blessed in being a blessing! 

LENT Begins  

February 22nd 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship at 7:00pm 

 
and continue each week 
through March 29th, with 
evening services only.   
 

Please plan to make this mid-
week time/opportunity to 
“pause” and reflect more deep-
ly on the compassion and un-
conditional, complete love of 
God through the selflessness of 
Christ that is ever-present in 
our lives. Our Lenten mid-
week series will  lead us 
through the last week of Jesus’ 
ministry here on earth. 



Pastor Del’s peace ... 
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This is our year! 
 

Following a great annual meeting, Lent is arriving 

quickly and that means that we become especially 

mindful of Jesus’ journey to the cross and the im-

plications that journey has for those strive to respond to 

his call to “follow me.” 
 

There is no shortage of things to be done this year, our 

150th year of congregation life together. While we will 

take the luxury and blessing of looking back and cele-

brating our ancestors in the faith, we also have in mind 

that our context and the ministries required of us now 

are quite different from the German community of  

yesteryear.  
 

New Bible studies will begin in February in time for 

those of us who like to add a discipline that leads to our 

growth in our relationship with God and God’s desire 

for the world. One study will be “Living the Question” 

which will be offered on Thursday evenings at 5:30 and 

Tuesday morning’s at 10:30. More information is availa-

ble in the following pages. This is a great class to invite 

someone to that may be brand-new to the church or even 

new-again. 
 

In another study, we will also examine the language and 

words we use as Christians. Some of our categories and 

terms drawn from the era of the Roman Empire’s co-

opting of the Church in the fourth century and other 

terms and categories taken from the language of the feu-

dal system of the 16th century.  When we dust away the 

“footprints” left by those two major developments in 

Christian history and look at scripture as Jesus and the 

early church did, the Jesus movement takes on much 

more comprehensive  and Godly ambitions for the 

whole world beginning right in our lives now. 
 

Hopefully the scheduling of these opportunities will 

prove more palatable than the mid-week morning Len-

ten services. Based on the trend in morning attendance 

the last several years, these services have run their 

course and will be discontinued.  Of course, the evening 

services will continue with a service and meditation.  
 

Our meditation for Lent this year will be on the  
final week of Jesus’ ministry on earth. The Gospel 

according to Mark will be the source of our Lenten jour-

ney because beginning in the 11th chapter, the last days 

of Jesus are described on a day by day basis beginning 

with his entry into Jerusalem on the first day of the week  

and ending with the surprising discovery of an empty 

tomb on the day after the Sabbath. The series will begin 

the evening of Ash Wednesday. 

 

As our community meals continue, Janine and I will be 

meeting with other groups and agencies at work in our 

area to discover ways to partner or leverage with them 

as we continue to serve the people in our area. 
 

A wonderful testimony to our dedication and work for the 

“care and redemption of all things…” (LBW p.88) is the 

Congregational Annual meeting’s decision to deed the 

Hope House property to Habitat for Humanity. We are on 

the build schedule and soon we will see Habitat for Hu-

manity harvesting the house before the final demolition.  

In time, we’ll begin the “hands-on” ministry that we do so 

well and are becoming known for among others. Several 

churches have already contacted me to indicate commit-

ment to be involved (“if we’d let them,” their words).  A 

new home across the street is a huge step forward in our 

future journey with our neighbors. This is a major point in 

our story that our congregational descendants will tell one 

day about us. 
 

Another Lenten discipline that comes to mind is to  

consciously invite.  It doesn’t have to be to the Sunday 

morning service, we have abundant entrances: the classes, 

the meals, our food pantry and our upcoming Habitat pro-

ject.  Following the invitation challenge, discipline, or I 

prefer the word “charge,” is our imperative to welcome 

and reach out to those who are new on any given event 

and Sunday.  A big smile and a nod is the easiest way to 

start even if they’re in your pew! We are going to have 

new people this year, so we better begin the habits of hos-

pitality now.  “Buy” someone a cup of coffee or a treat 

after worship. Show them around the building.  Find out 

their name and invite them back. 
 

This is our year! 

       Peace,  Pastor Del 

Births … 
 

    Natalie Christine Marie Gahagen 

                    born January 2, 2012  

    to Tirrany Rhodes 
 

            … welcome, little lamb! 



February Christian Education & Fellowship 

Suggestions from SPARK Team:  
 

For the month of February, SPARK stu-

dents can look forward to hearing and 

learning about the Bible stories of 

“Jesus Feeds 5000,” and “Walking on 

Water” in the forms of cooking, Bible skills/games, 

music and art. 
 

And … this just in … we will be having the first “party” of 

our 150th anniversary year on February 19th, when Zion 

has a Pancake Breakfast & pre-Lent Party after worship!  

There will not be regular Sunday School that day, but 

there WILL be food, crafts, activities, and FUN for all our 

Zion families. 

 

Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten season on Febru-

ary 22nd, and we are planning a special project during 

this season.  Further details will be sent home on 

notes with the children. 

 

We are always seeking leaders for our SPARK Sunday 

School lessons.  
 

SPARK Leadership Team  

Linda Baustian, Anne Flynn, and Ellen Heritage 

 

And for Adults … 

 

FaithTalks 

Sunday mornings at 10:15 in the Chapel  
 

Feb. 5  -  the “Gettysburg Address” with Janine  

  Johnson 

Feb. 12  -  TBA 

Feb. 19  -  Pancake Breakfast 

Feb. 26  -  TBA 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  T.G.I.S.  (Thank-God-It’s-Sunday!)  
     Entryway & Lounge   9:45-10:45am 
 

The coffee pot & tea kettle are on, the treats are de-lish, 

and the conversation friendly and casual.   Taste, see, 

and hear that the Lord is good!   (or grab your goodies 

on your way to  the Chapel for FaithTalk!) 

Confirmation News … 
  

Confirmation is back in full swing 
with the curriculum: “Here We 

Stand” for our 
  6th-7th-8th graders!   
  

We’re continuing in study of the Small Cate-
chism with Pastor Del, “gramma” Jay Eldredge, 
and any parents who would like to be part of 
their child’s  
confirmation instruction.   
  

See YOU there  for  Here WE Stand!    
 
NOTE:  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on Feb. 22nd, and we will continue with large 
group instruction at 6:15. Then ALL students are 
expected to attend worship at 7:00pm each 
Wednesday during Lent.  We also request a 
parent/adult to accompany their student at 
these services.  
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5th Grade Communion Instruction  

Opportunity 
 

For several years now the young ones of Zion 

have begun communion at an age well before the 5th 

grade at parents’ request.  We also realize there are 

families of Zion who wish their children to wait until 

the more traditional age of 5th grade before receiving 

the sacrament.   
 

Please let the Zion office  know if you have a 5th 

grader (or older) who is ready to receive the sacra-

ment and we will put together a group instruction ses-

sion sometime during Lent in preparation to receive 

first communion on Maundy Thursday.   



THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to ALCOA for their generous gift to 

the food pantry. The pantry was nominated to receive 

funds from their Community Chest Fund and we were pre-

sented with this wonderful gift on January 31 at a ceremo-

ny held at the ALCOA plant. Again thank you. 

 

Zion worshipService Dinner:  
A “valentine special”  will be Wednesday, Feb. 15th, 

6:00-7:00pm, when we will lovingly serve an Italian 

dinner of lasagna, salad, bread and desserts. It may be a 

day late but it’s never too late to share with those closest 

to us our love for them and God’s love. We will need 

help with set up and clean up and with providing the 

lasagnas, salads, bread and desserts. 

Please consider signing up to help, as 

you are able. The signup sheets are on 

the “glass wall” outside the office. Come 

and join in the fun and fellowship of this 

monthly Zion and Neighborhood Event. 

 

Food Pantry: The food pantry has been busy as ever. 

The number of people using the pantry contin-

ues to grow. Many who utilize the pantry work 

minimum wage jobs or are on fixed incomes 

and as the cost of basic day to day needs rise 

incomes have not thus causing food insecurity. According to 

national statistics approximately 1 out of 6 people will go 

hungry each day. Thus, our ministry of providing food to 

those in need continues to be important to helping families 

make ends meet. Your willingness to pick up food at the food 

bank, be a presence to others when the pantry is open, and to 

donate money or food and to pray for the continuation of this 

ministry is a generous gracious gift to our community. Zion 

your ongoing generosity helps to lighten the burden for many 

who worry about how they will feed their families. Our com-

munity greatly appreciates the commitment and compassion 

of Zion as we provide this ministry. Over and over again 

those who work at the pantry hear the thank yous of our 

neighbors. Thank you Zion for all you do. 
 

Quick reminder: Easter Ham Hop coming in 

March….mark those calendars. 
 

  God’s Peace to All,  Janine Johnson 

Youth “stuff” 
 

2012 Youth Gathering-“citizens with the saints” Ephesians 2:14-20 

February is here and there are activities and fund raisers being talked about. The next few months are going to be busy as we 

move closer to that day when we head out for that grand city of New Orleans with 30,000+ Lutheran youth and chaperones 

(I like saying we’re going to be spending time with some of our closest and dearest friends, other ELCA Lutherans.). WOW! 

However, we still have work to do. Here are a few updates. 

Our next regular meeting will be February 12 during the Sunday school hour 10:15-11:15, it might 

run longer, but I will let you know later. 

 

This just in … on February 19 we will be helping with a 

                “Shrove Sunday” Pancake Breakfast! 

All freewill offerings received above costs will go toward our trip.  Thanks to Zion’s Hospitality ministry 

team, and Pr. Del will who will be flipping those ‘cakes, for getting this sure-to-be terrific event in motion! 

 

In April there is a LYO event in Cedar Rapids. So, think about attending as this a great way to 

meet other folks from the South East Iowa Synod that will also be going to New Orleans. There’s a rumor 

that Pr. Del and Kris might be the chaperones. More info to come! 

Remember all are welcome to join in the activities as the more the merrier.  

Any questions or concerns,  give me a shout. 

                       Peace.  Janine 
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For Our Seniors ... 

Sweet, heartfelt Birthday Wishes  

 to these Zion Seniors who will  

celebrate in February! 
  

2/02 Charles Dau 
2/03 Kenneth Buckmeyer 
2/03 Edward Molis 
2/06 Dianne Guerrero 
2/09 Walter Smith 
2/15 Jean Shepherd 
2/19 Lisa Zosulis 
2/22 Sharon Lorenzen 
2/22 Ruth (90!) and Ray Sterner 
2/25 Barbara Grady 

O.W.L.’s  (Older Wiser Lutherans) 
  

WOW— it didn’t even seem like “winter” in Jan-

uary—let’s hope motherNature will be just as 

sweet to us in February also, so we can venture 

out  on Thursday, Feb. 16th for our first get-

together of 2012.  We’ll be doing our favorite - - 

LUNCH of course  - - at the Hickory Gardens 

restaurant in Davenport, 11:30am.  Bring your 

favorite “valentine” and come out for fun! 
  

Please let Grace Haller (324-8463) or Phyllis 

Beck (391-7518) to let us know you’re coming so 

we can reserve enough tables. 
  

Grace & Phyllis, OWL planners  

Touching base and saying òThank-You!ó 

 

Dear Zion, 

 I am writing this on behalf of my mother, Carole Bishop.  She broke her hip in September 2011 

and became no longer able to live alone.  We have moved her to Wichita, KS where she now resides with 

me (her daughter) and my husband.  

 We thank her Zion family all you have done and your care for Carole.  We ask your continued 

prayers for her.   

 When the Lord does call her home, we will contact you and let all of her dear friends at Zion 

know when and where she will rest.   

  Sincerely,  Linda Reed (Carole’s daughter) 

    8227 E. Chalet Dr 

    Wichita  KS  67207 

 Speaking of birthdays … Save the date! 
Zionôs 150th Anniversary 

is June 10, 2012 
 

We’ve just entered a HUGE “Sesquicentennial” 
Birthday year in 2012, and our Anniversary com-
mittee is setting plans for some really great 
things, of which a major highlight will be  
a celebration on June 10th, with worship,  
special guest Bishop Michael 
Burk, and (of course...)  
  a PARTY!   

Commended to Godõs  eternal care é 
 

 

          Helen McFerren 

            January 8, 2012 

    Bernice Rogers 

               January 17, 2012 

Dallas Jurgens 

January 23, 2012 

 
   Almighty God, source of all mercy… graciously tend those 

who mourn, that casting all their sorrow on you, they may  

know the consolation of your love... 



Figures & Financial Facts:  
  

Regular Budget offerings,  

              Jan.2012  =    $  17,702.80 

JAN. 2012  Actual Expenses    =          $  21,311.35 

Covered by Legacy funds =                  $    3,608.55 

 per Legacy Committee & Council approval 

   Current month status +/-      + $       0.00 

  

Thank-you, Zion for Godõs work through our hands!  

 

 

Attn:  THRIVENT Members! 

Remember you can make Zion your “Choice.”   Just check to 

see if you have any Choice Points, convert them to “Choice 

Dollars” and designate that they go to Zion.  You can call 

Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836, or go online to Thrivent.com 

(deadline: March 31) 
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Small Groups and Such ... 

Morning Book Review 
 

The date:  Monday, Feb.20th 

The time:  9:00am 

The place:  Zion’s Lounge 

The book:  The Dew Breaker  by Edwidge Danticat 

 

Edwidge is a Haitian-American writer. Dew Breaker is a fic-

tional story in which she incorporates the history of her native 

Haiti, but ultimately moves to Brooklyn.  USA Today says it 

is a story that blends the personal and political, and also asks 

questions about shame and guilt, forgiveness and redemption, 

and the legacy of violence. 
 

Availability:  The Book Review is using the library’s “Books in a  

  box.” See Anita Hagen if you need a book.    

Zion Menõs Group 
 

The Zion Men’s group (ALL wel-

come!) will meet on Saturday, 

Feb. 18 th  at 8:00am  at the Hickory Gardens 

restaurant in Davenport.   

 

ALL men are welcome to join in this monthly 

morning of breakfast, fellowship, and brief Bi-

ble study led by Tom Handlen or one of the 

‘regulars’ of the group.  Join us  -  bring a 

friend!   

 

Feel free to call Tom if you 

have questions or are interest-

ed in coming for the first time.   

Calling All First-Year COLLEGE Students! 
 

Zion has received info & applications from Luther College and Iowa State’s Beta Sigma 

Psi fraternity for Scholarships to be awarded for fall of 2012.   

Luther has three: the Peterson Church Relations ($750), the Kristi Hermeier (up to $500), and the Geneveive Stelberg 

($500).  Iowa State has three Darryl Jahn Memorial scholarships ($1500 ea.) to award.   
 

Anyone interested?  If so, stop in or call the Zion office pronto, as the applications must be received by March 1st 

(Luther) and Feb. 25th (ISU). 

Women’s work … 
 

Kudos to our Women of the SE Iowa Synod  who 

contributed Lutheran World Relief kits & quilts to 

the Cedar Rapids & Ankeny drop-sites last fall!  

The numbers are quite impressive: 

 

38 ELCA congregations, including Zion, gave: 

¶ 702 Quilts/blankets 

¶ 153 lbs. of Soap 

¶ 621 Health kits 

¶ 2,257 School kits 

¶ 83 Sewing kits 

¶ 329 Layettes,  and 

¶ 34 lbs of extra material 

 

Thank you, Zion women, for being the “hands 

which with Christ blesses all people now.”  
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ALTAR FLOWERS ôGIVINGõ     

         ð  FEBRUARY 
 

Feb. 5 -  OPEN  

Feb.12 -  OPEN    

Feb.19 -  OPEN 

Feb.26 -  Darrell & Kathy Longlett 

  

 The new flower chart for 2012 is posted 

now. Please sign up for a Sunday –or- an 

alternate offering, to the fund of your 

choice in lieu of flowers.   
  

Remember, you can give flowers for the altar –
or– an alternative offering to one of Zion’s special 
funds (ie: Brown Bag, Scholarship fund, etc.)  in 
lieu of flowers.  On such Sundays, we will have 2 
green plants adorning the altar. 

Greeters for February 2012  
(One Service 9:00am)  

    
 

2/05 Marian Stroupe 
 

2/12 Marian Stroupe 
  

2/19 Anita Hagen 
  

2/26 Grace Haller 
 

We NEED GREETERS!  Call Grace Haller at 324-8463 if you can 
help out with this EASY and FUN ministry of hospitality! 

USHERS ð February 2012  
(One Svc  -  9:00am)  

    

   Dave Wright, Chuck Dau, Deb Hughes, 

  Mike & Jacob Hamann 

 

Attn: Ushers ...  
 

WE NEED MORE OF YOU!!  Please ask someone you think 
might be interested in the easy job and let Bud Kelley know. 
so he can call them with details. 

Lectorsñ February 2012 
(One Svc  -  9:00am) 

 

   Feb.  5   Mary Schnack 

   Feb. 12   Char Engstrom 

   Feb. 19     “Alleluia” students 

   Feb. 26      Julie Kalkwarf 

   

COMMUNION 
             Set-Up/Clean -Up 

 

Feb. 5     Darrell & Kathy Longlett (glasses) 
  

Feb.12    Brian & Toni Jensen & Bailey   (glasses) 
  

Feb.19   Beth Longlett & Brian S     (intinction) 
  

Feb.26   Jody Kealey & children     (glasses) 
 
 

February LINENS Care:   Carole Feeney     

        THANKS! 

Communion Assistants  -  FEB.  
(One svc—9:00am) 

 

Feb.  5  -  at the Altar 

Feb. 12  -  Roxeann Ford, Char Engstrom 

Feb. 19  -  Anita Hagen, òAlleluiaó students 

Feb. 26  -  Dona Noble; Need 1 more 

TELLERS ð February  2012  
(One Service  -  9:00am)  

 
2/05  -  Chuck Dau, Dave Wright,  
  Lisa Zosulis, Eva Hammond 

  

2/12  -   John & Roxeann Ford, Lisa Zosulis, 
  Birdine Tucker 
 

2/19  -   Stu Goldsmith, Delores Smith, Doug Kline 
 

2/26  -   Mark & Beth Meyer, Mike Hamann, 
  Gene Rome 

ACOLYTES – FEBRUARY 2012 
(One Svc at 9:00am) 

 

Feb. 5  Anthony H., Brian S., Nick Smith 
 

Feb.12   Daniel & Rachel Crable, Reed Duncan 
 

Feb.19   “Alleluia” students 
 

Feb.26   Thom Kealey, Morgan Beatty, Emilie  
         Thompson 
 

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR EACH OF YOU 
and the dependable leadership you give to 
our worship.   If you cannot serve when as-
signed, please try to switch with someone or 
get a sub for your ’shift.’       



  Council Highlights               
   Excerpts from January 11,  2011 

(Full copy of Council meeting minutes posted across from the Church office) 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Keller, Eugene Rome, Jody Kealey, Jenny Winn, Dave Wright 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  John Ford  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Pastor Del Preston 

       Gene Rome opened the meeting with an Epiphany devotional reading. 

  MSC  -  Minutes of the December 13 council meeting be approved. 
 

PASTORSõ/STAFF TIME  - 

¶          Low attendance at mid-week Advent services indicates the desire for that worship opportunity has run its 

  course.  Those services will not be scheduled next year. 

¶         This year there will be no morning mid-week Lenten services. 

¶          In February, the current Thursday Church will become a Bible study—”Living the Question.”  If there is 

  enough interest, that study will also be offered as mid-morning  session. 

¶          Sunday worship attendance is trending up! 
 

REPORTS  - 

Finance  

       MSC – Financial reports for December  be accepted as presented. 

Property  

 The roof above Dengler lounge has been repaired. 
    MSC -  Zion purchase a John Deere snow removal/lawn tractor from River Valley Turf using money from the  
                 Special Property Maintenance “special fund,” with funds reimbursed to that account when other resources  
                 become available. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS  - 

1.)  A budget forum will be held following worship on Sunday, January 15. 

               MSC -  A 5% across the board salary increase be given to all staff. 

2.)  In February, Kirby Winn will report to council on the plans being made by the Anniversary Committee for 2012. 

3.)  The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 7,  at 6:15. 
 

The meeting adjourned with prayer by Sue Keller. 
 

* Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z * Z *  
 

Highlights from the Annual Meeting held  January 22, 2012 
                                                        (Full copy of meeting minutes posted across from the Church office) 

 
¶ The  meeting was called  to order at 10:15 am . 
¶ President Sue Keller highlighted Zion’s changes during 2011 as opportunities. She thanked all staff and their fami-

lies for dedication and on-going work. 
¶ In his report, Pastor  Del noted gains as well as losses experienced during 2011.  He feels Zion has direction by fol-

lowing the words of the Bible.  He sees a good year ahead as we are ready to affirm our commitment to and make a 
solid investment in our neighborhood.  As we celebrate 150 years, he said we step forward, firmly established in 
mission for years to come.  He expressed thanks to the many people who continue to serve Zion and its ministries. 

¶ Anthony Howland spoke about his experience as a member of the Southeast Iowa Synod Council.   He said a “pre-
New Orleans” event will be held in Cedar Rapids on April 14-15.   

¶ Jay Eldredge, Lutheran Properties Board member, reminded the congregation of the wonderful work of that organi-
zation.  She urged members of Zion to consider being one of our six delegates to the annual meeting at Luther Man-
or on Monday March 19,  at 7:00 pm. 

¶ Sue Keller presented the council’s recommendation to deed HOPE House to Habitat for Humanity.  Zion would fund 
start-up costs with a state of Iowa grant or with current church discretion memorial funds.  A new home would then 
be constructed by Habitat for Humanity.  Roxanne Ford was commended for her work in facilitating the proposal. 

¶ The meeting adjourned with prayer by Pastor Del at 11:00 am. 
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WORSHIP with HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Sundays  -   9:00am       

ASH WEDNESDAY (Feb. 22)  -  7:00pm 
Midweek Lenten Worship (Feb. 29)  -  7:00pm 

 

NURSERY ROOM & ’SKYBOX’ available for 
parents with small children 

 

LEARNING & FELLOWSHIP for All Ages 
Sundays at 10:15am 

SPARK! Sunday School for 3-yrs — 5th Grade 

“Book of Faith” Interactive discussion for 6th-12th Grades 
“FaithTalk” topical forums for Adults 

 

New! Adult Study:   “Living the Questions” 
Thursdays at 5:30pm (beginning Feb. 9) 

Tuesdays at 10:30am  (beginning Feb. 14) 
 
 

                 Join us  -  ALL are Welcome! 

 

 

 

 

   Jesus said to his followers  

 ò... Love one another é Go, make disciples ...ó 
 
   

   We, the followers of Christ, are commissioned to 

 òGo forth  in peace é to love and serve the Lord!ó 


